Holy Trinity Church
18th

- Parish Council Meeting

March 2OL4- 7.00pm

1.0

lntroduction and Welcome

1.1

Father Michael opened to the meeting with a prayer and welcomed all to the meeting (+50
parishioners).

t.2

Father Michael said that he had received a few apologies from a number of parishioners due to
illness, bereavement or covering other meetings.

2.0

The Church & Pastoral Works

2.1

Father Michael announced that a half day Lenten Retreat on 'Forgiveness'would be held in the parish
ending at 4.0Opm with Stations of the Cross). The half day will
include a shared lunch and we hope to have a visiting Priest to assist in leading the event.

on Sunday

5th

April 2014 (12.30pm

-

This idea was warmly welcomed.

2.2

Daniel's Ordlnatlon as a Deacon
Daniel outlined a little of the 4 year journey of formation to become a Permanent Deacon, which at all
stage was very inclusive of Azora. Daniel drew particular attention to, and wished to say thank you for
all the support given by Father Michael/Father David and parishioners who have always been so

encouraging and helpful. Archbishop Bernard had now confirmed that Ordination will take place on
Sunday 20th July 2014 alongside 5 other candidates. Because of the limited numbers allocated to each
family at St Chad's, Daniel, with the support of the parish, wished to mark the occasion with a parish
mass/celebration of thanksgiving on the following day on Monday 21'r July 2014 at 7.00pm with
refreshment in the hatl afterwards.
Everyone was very much in support of this suggestion.

2.3

Trainlng New Deacons
Father Michael inroduced a Owen Cresty who was currently making enquiries to also begin formation

to become a Permanent Deacon, and everyone wished him well in this endeavour. Father was
reminded that the first 2 Deacons ordained in the Dioceses 25 years ago, Brian Salter and Ray Zacaroli
served at Holy Trinity.

2,4

Webslte
Father Michael outlined the plans for the new parish website, which would be launched soon. lt was
suggested that it could provide an effective link to the young people in the parish - an idea to be
explored further.

2.5

Instruction class for Chlldren/Adults
The parish were very fortunate to have so many qualified catechists in the parish led so well by

Margaret, but more support was needed because the numbers of children and adults enquiring are
high. Margaret was keen to see a development in structure and organisation/wider involvement.

After some discussion, it was agreed that a co-ordinating team be established to be led by Father
David and assisted by Daniel. Father David was particular keen to explore how the children's

programme might be extended to include parents.

2,6

Marriage Cources
Again Father Michael acknowledged the hard and dedicated works undertaken by Jo and Phil

Clements. Many people chose Holy Trinity because of its 'looks' where even still it was better to say
yes than to see people marry outside the sacraments. Where ever possible the local particular Parish
Priests were invited to preside.

lf anyone wished to support this ministry

2.7

-

please contact Father Michael.

Church Gardening Group

Father Michael that Ken/Audrey for the many years of support looking after the gardens and
welcomed the new volunteers Erick/terry. Notwithstanding the occasional involvement of the whole
parish was felt to be a good idea

2.8

-

one to be arranged again in the next few weeks ahead of Easter.

Sacred Heart Church

Father Michael advised that Monsignor Cousins would stay on in the presbytery of Sacred Heart in his
retirement (now 80) and assisted with masses, but that the parish would be joined with holy Trinity.

Whilst little immediate change would occur, it may well be necessary in due course to consider
reducing the total number of masses, which would be difficult to sustain. More would be said once
discussions with the diocese had been held.

2.9

Annual Report and Finances
Father Michael distributed copies of the Parish Annual Report 2013 and thanked Daniel Hurd for its
preparation as well as to all those who had contributed to its production.
Everyone was pleased with the report and delighted to note the considerable reduction in the parish

debt that had been achieved.
Father Michael expressed much thanks for the many generous donations made to the parish, and to
Cafod and the orphanage in Vietnam, which together with the Christ presents was a wonderful sign of
love for those in need.

3.0

AOB

3.1

Mike Gaffney suggested that it would be good to celebrate the Parish's 80th anniversary close to its
date of 21s Oct 2014. This was agreed and further thought would be given to how best to do this.

3.2

Could more outreach with Bishop Walsh be done? The Academy now has an improvement plan, so

further enquiry could be channelled through this.

3.3

New collection bags needed. These are now required to include a secured zip.

3.4

Do we need weekday sermons? lt was explained that these are more a brief reflection perhaps

emphasising the Saint of the day and were an important part of the mass. They also served to

strengthen the Priests own life of prayer and holiness, as preparation deepens the awareness of God's
holy Word and the Gospel of Jesus.

