Introduction
My dear parishioners,
It gives me great
pleasure to welcome
you to our new parish
report for 2016. I am
most grateful to our Deacon, Daniel, and
to all those who have contributed to
drawing together these exciting reports
for us to read.
As you can see from these reports, we
have achieved another successful year in
both spiritual and social ways. Let’s never
forget to give thanks to the Lord and his
Beloved Mother for the many blessings
and providence received during our
journey of
faith
together.
During the
past twelve
months, our
parishes,
together with
the whole Church, have been celebrating
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. In so many
different ways, we have all benefitted
from receiving favours of mercy and
compassion from the Lord. Let’s continue
to remember his love and mercy for his
children, which extends beyond the
Jubilee Year to follow us all the days of
our life.
With great joy, I thank you for all your
support and prayers, for all your cooperation, care and generosity to make
our parishes such lovely and friendly
places to worship and to witness to the
Lord in our society. It is my prayer that
the Lord will continue to bless and keep
our parishes always together in unity and
peace.

Sacramental Statistics

Parish Groups

Baptisms:

74

Gift Aid—Howard Drake

1st Holy Communions:

49

Church Cleaning—Margaret Daly

Confirmations:

38

Parish Website—Richard Daniels

Weddings:

20

Coffee 11.00 Mass—Anne & Joe
O’Meara

RCIA—Converts
Funerals

5
38

Lourdes Fundraising—Stephanie
Holden
Finance—Frank Cookson

Church Cleaning
Each week Holy Trinity Church is
kept neat and tidy by a group of
volunteer Parishioners. There are
four teams who carry out general
cleaning duties in the Church on a
rotation basis each Saturday
morning. More volunteers are
always welcome who might be able
to spare one hour every four
weeks.
Margaret Daly—0121 378 4925
Margaretdaly1@hotmail.co.uk

SVP—Sacred Heart—Chris Perry
Ladies Guild—Mary Blakemore
Children’s Liturgy—Laura Stridgen
Thursday Club—John Cheal
Flower Ladies—Maureen Kettell
Holy Trinity Choir—Ken Mackey
Prayer Group—Jo Clements
RCIA—Deacon Daniel Hurd
Marriage Preparation—Jo Clements
SVP Holy Trinity— Martin Turner
Asylum Seekers—Deacon Daniel Hurd
Cheshire Homes Group—

Coffee 11.00am Mass
I am one of the team, on a
rota, who serve coffee & biscuits
after the 11am Mass. All the
proceeds go to the SVP. Please
come along and support this work
of hospitality and charity. Anita
Gee

Catenians—Mike Gaffney
Ladies 232— Barbara Robb
7 O’clock Music Group—Andy Ross
St Stephens Guild—Mike Gaffney
Christmas Dinner– Peter Stridgen
Cheshire Homes Group—M. McConnell
Sacred Heart Bazaar—Patrick Carbery

Easter Walk of Witness

Hospital Eucharistic Ministers—
Elizabeth Fruer

Bishop Walsh Performing Arts
pupils led the Stations of Cross on
Easter Saturday in Sutton Town
Centre to give public witness to the
Easter mysteries and the Crucifixion

Building Management—Jim Philips
Churches Together in Four Oaks—Liam
Tomlinson & Eileen Hedley
Church Wardens—John Laird

Yours ever in the Lord,

Catechist—Margaret Moore

Fr Michael Ho (Parish Priest)

Footherley Hall—Sisters Hospitallers of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Assistant Parish Clergy
We give thanks too, for the assistance and
support given by Father David Lacy and
Monsignor David Cousins, without whose
help and enthusiasm so many of the good
works undertaken could not be achieved.

of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Christmas Day Dinner
Once again, this year’s Christmas day Dinner was a huge success with
many meals being served in the Parish Hall or delivered to peoples’
homes. Many thanks to everyone who help or prepared food for the
day, including Lazaros (asylum seeker).

Parish Website -

Please contact Richard Daniels
<richard@cbit.co.uk> if you wish to add an event or announcement.

www.htrc.org.uk
Editor: Daniel Hurd
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Lourdes Fundraising
group — Christmas Bazaar

Lourdes
Pilgrimage

Our annual Christmas Bazaar was

In 2016 a group of 20
Holy Trinity
parishioners and
friends set off on 28th
May to take part in the Diocesan Pilgrimage
to Lourdes. The theme was The Year of
Mercy. The opening procession through the
Door of Mercy had to be cancelled due to a
heavy storm, but was rescheduled later in
the week. We had Mass each day and also
the opportunity to visit the baths, attend a
service of Reconciliation and the sick were
anointed at a special service. Bishop Walsh
School led the Candlelight procession and
the Blessed Sacrament procession. We all
returned six days later very tired, but
spiritually refreshed.

th

held in the Church Hall on Saturday, 26
November. Stalls included three
tombolas,
Christmas cakes
and puddings,
face painting, gifts
and toiletries and
home made cakes
and produce.
Raffle tickets were
sold at church and
during the bazaar.
The first prize was
£100 cash and
there were many
other prizes,
including two wonderful Christmas
hampers. The bazaar raised almost £2500.
During the year we also held a coffee
morning and a soup lunch. The funds we
raise are used to send sick pilgrims on the
Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes each May.
Last year we were
able to fund three
pilgrims and we hope
to fund at least four
pilgrims this year.
Anyone wishing to
go to Lourdes as a
sick pilgrim can apply
to the group through
the Parish office for
financial assistance.

The pilgrimage takes place at the end of May
each year and is led by the Archbishop. New
pilgrims are always very welcome and
bookings can be made through the Parish
office.

Many thanks to all our supporters, who
enable us to raise these funds.

Good Hope Hospital
Eucharistic Ministers
Every Sunday morning, Good Hope
Hospital is visited by a small group of
Eucharistic Ministers, who bring Holy
Communion to the sick (and sometimes
relatives or staff members who can’t get
to Mass that day). They also pray with any
patients who request them to do so,
including non-Catholics.
The ministry is run on a rota basis, and
Ministers make 4 or 5 visits in a quarter.
More volunteers for this service are
always welcome, and it is not necessary to
be a Eucharistic Minister already, as
training will be given. It is necessary to be
reasonably fit, as there is quite a lot of
walking involved.
If you would be interested in joining this
team, please contact Father Michael.

Flower Ladies
We have 6 ladies on the rota and 3 very
willing helpers, it would be lovely to have a
few more offers of help, male or female, just
to assists with clearing away dead flowers,
washing containers etc., and at the same
time learn about flowers and arranging, it
can be good fun. Why not give it a go.
Contact: Maureen Kettell 0121-241 3424
email: fredmoket@yahoo.co.uk

Holy Trinity Ladies Guild
The guild continues to meet each month
with an average of 20 members attending.
We were entertained by a variety of
speakers— for example, a speaker from
Breast Friends, a local charity providing
support to Cancer sufferers and their
families, from Calke Abbey, a National Trust
property, Guide Dog training, Castle
Bromwich Gardens, Birmingham Trams, and
a local solicitor also gave very interesting
talks, all of which were enjoyed by the
members.
The meals in May and December at the Toby
in Shenstone, were well supported and
proved to be very enjoyable and sociable
occasions.
Also, the
Cream Tea
at Pacific
Nursery in
August, with
25 members
attending
was very
popular.
A group of
members
visited St.
Chad’s Cathedral in September to mark the
Year of Mercy. A conducted tour was given
by an official guide and a much appreciated
visit to the group by Canon Gerry Breen.
A new committee is in place, and grateful
thanks were expressed to the retiring group
who have done such a magnificent job for so
many years. New members have joined the
guild but it would be good to see many
more active members to ensure the future
of the Guild - All welcome!
The year ended with the a Christmas Party
where the members had a really enjoyable
evening.
The charities which we supported this year
were ‘Friends of the Holy Land’ and ‘EMBEC’
a charity that provides a day centre for the
elderly.
Contact: Mary Blakemore

Church Gardens
A lot of work has been undertaken to
improve the grounds surrounding Holy
Trinity Church and Presbytery in recent
years. Borders have been being cleared and
planted with winter and summer
plants and the lawns mowed on a
weekly basis to help make for an attractive
and pleasant appearance to the main road.
We would welcome more volunteers to help
maintain the high standard
developed. Work will involve light border
maintenance, lawn moving, but not heavy
work. If you can assist please contact Mike
Gaffney - gaffneym@btinternet.com

BIRCH – Helping Asylum Seekers
Pope Francis says the Easter message of the risen Christ "invites us not to forget those men
and women seeking a better future .....fleeing from war, hunger, poverty and social
injustice". "All too often, these brothers and sisters of ours meet along the way with death
or, in any event rejection by those who could offer them welcome and assistance."
In the spirit of this message, my wife and I met with an official asylum organisation called
BIRCH who provide a support framework for individuals or couples who
are willing to 'host' an asylum seeker. In September we become
volunteer hosts to a young (32 years) Iranian Christian convert called
Lazaros.
If you would like to enquire about being a host as well, please feel free
to contact us.
Key Asylum Statistics
Asylum applications stood at 32,414 in 2015.
In 2015, 64% of asylum applications were initially refused.
In 2015, 35% of appeals were allowed. Men made up nearly 3 out of 4 (73%).
The UK received 3% of asylum claims made in EU countries (plus Norway and Switzerland) in 2015,
making it the tenth highest recipient of asylum claims.
In 2015, 1,194 Syrians were resettled through the Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Programme.

Contact: Deacon Daniel Hurd or Azora Hurd

Preparation for Baptism
The early Church leaders wrote in the Nicene Creed (A.D. 381), "We believe in one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins."
It is a great joy that so many parents still desire this ‘one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins’ in Sutton Coldfield! In 2016, our parish welcomed almost 80 children into our
community through the Sacrament of Baptism. That far exceeds
the number baptised in the previous three years and justifies the
expansion of St. Joseph’s Primary School to two-form entry to
support the catholic education of these children. It is a delight to
see parents bring their young families to Mass, particularly the 9.00
a.m. Family Mass each Sunday, supporting the formation and
growth of faith. Parents requesting baptism in our parish are
required to attend a meeting of preparation after provisionally
Mass—Christmas Eve
booking their child’s baptism through the ParishChildren’s
Office. The
meetings take place in the Conference Room, usually on the second
Sunday of the month, at 3 p.m. Booking forms are available in the
church porch. Baptisms usually take place on Sunday at 12.30 p.m.
Contact: martin.carol@btinternet.com

SVP (Holy Trinity) - Health and personal matters have reduced
our members to 8, who are enthusiastic and active.
The need is considerable. There are many vulnerable people who are
lonely or sick; they welcome a friendly visitor, perhaps just to enjoy a
conversation, to be taken out shopping, or to have other assistance that
they are unable to arrange themselves. Others need financial help.
Young ex-offenders, some who have been disowned by their family, are given a sense of
worth when they are given a personal Christmas card and gifts. Their appreciation is
wonderful. So grateful thanks to all parishioners who contribute these valuable gifts.
Refugees, asylum seekers and immigrants who visit St Chad’s Sanctuary in Birmingham (a
joint venture by the Catholic Diocese and the Salvation Army) are given support with your
help. They are given food, clothing and various other help to enable them to survive and
integrate with society in this, a country strange to them. It is amazing how much you
give. Thank you.
A Christmas appeal for additional SVP helpers has resulted in several people expressing
interest, and we hope that this results in a commitment to join the SVP team. We pray that
others will join us later. There is so much more need - the harvest is great but the
labourers are few. Please help increase the number of labourers. Contact: Martin Turner

The Ladies 232 Circle

The Ladies 232 Circle
is a group of Catholic ladies who meet
for friendship once a month to enjoy a
meal together. We usually have a
speaker following the meal. In the last
12 months amongst others, we have
had Brian Wheat from William Wheat
the excellent garden centre on Chester
Road, Sylvia Everitt an amazing lady who
completed 11 beautiful embroideries to
celebrate the Millennium and John
White, a performance artist depicting an
all too believable Henry V111!
Each year we also have a Guest Evening
and a Charity Night as well as an outing
in the summer.
We are always happy to welcome new
members. Why not come along and
enjoy an evening yourself? Just give
me, Barbara Robb, membership
secretary, a call on 0121 353 8855 or
Diana Mees, our secretary and
treasurer, on 0121 355 5764. You could
soon have a whole new group of
friends!

Guild of Stephen Five new
altar servers were enrolled into the
Guild of St Stephen at the Annual Severs
Mass on December
26th 2016, the Feast of
St Stephen - Euan
Waldron, Sofia Zacaroli,
Nicola Szpak, Selena
Novak and Millie
Rodgers. A Silver Medal
for 10 years service has
been presented to
Anna Wright (left).
Holy Trinity has a loyal
and dedicated team of servers available
for all Sunday Masses , weddings and
funerals . Regular meetings and training
sessions are held. Any boy or girl who
has made their First Holy Communion is
welcome to serve on the altar in this
important ministry in the church.
Contact: gaffneym@btinternet.com

Deacon Daniel
RCIA
(Journey in
Faith) —
I was so
pleased to
be able to
jointly lead again with the parish RCIA
programme with Father David. It is always a
wonderful sign to see so many people
(young and old) desiring to become
Catholics. We meet on a Tuesday night at
7.00pm from September to Easter— all are
welcome both Catholics and non-Catholics.
Special Children’s Mass—At last year’s
Annual Meeting we were asked to provide a
monthly children’s Mass, to involve the
children in all of the various ministries. With
the support of St Joseph’s School, Laura
Stridgen (Children’s Liturgy) and Christine
Sheldon, (Youth choir), we have now
established a first Sunday of each month
special Children’s Mass.
Passport to Faith—In further supporting the
children, a new initiative has been
introduced at the beginning of Advent to
provide Year 3 and 5 pupils with a ’Passport
to Faith’, encouraging them to attend Mass
regularly as they journey towards receiving
the Sacraments of Holy Communion and
Confirmation.
May Procession—
This year the number
of children from the
school together with
parents and
parishioners filled the
Church—a wonderful
witness in honour of
our Blessed Mother.
Cenacolo Community— My wife, Azora, and
I attend a weekly Cenacolo Support Group
meeting at St Francis Church, Handsworth,
aimed at helping young people with drug or
alcohol addiction. This Catholic based
Community seeks to restore their lives and
to free them from addiction.
You are welcome to contact us at any time if
you need support in your family in this way.

Queen’s Birthday Celebrations
Sacred Heart celebrated the Queen’s 90th
Birthday on Sunday 12th June 2016 with
Afternoon Tea. Due to
the weather it was held
in the Hall, but was
nevertheless a great
success raising £126.75
for parish funds. A
birthday card was sent
to Her Majesty and in
return she replied
thanking us and hoped
we had a memorable
afternoon.

Saint Vincent de
Paul - Sacred
Heart
We meet once a fortnight
after the Friday evening
Mass. The meetings consist of prayers, a
spiritual reading and reports and discussions
of the work we do.

7 o’clock Music Group
The 7 o'clock Music Group has continued
to provide a prayerful and varied support
to the liturgy this year. We expanded this
by creating a new carol service for the
parish. We always welcome those who
wish to be involved.
Contact: Andy Ross

We have 5 full members and our spiritual
director is Father Cousins. There are also 4
auxiliary members who help with the
lunches and can be available in
emergencies. Our work is mainly visiting
people in their homes, in hospital and in
care (in particular we visit several people at
Footherly).
Each year we send money to two parishes in
India and at Christmas we give to two of the
poorer parishes in Birmingham. We also
support the pupils at Bishop Walsh who help
at Lourdes. In addition, we support the
young ex-prisoners; at Reach House in
Erdington and there is a box in the hall
where people can put gifts for them.
Once a month we provide a 2 course hot
meal for between 28/28 elderly people and
their careers. They come from parishes at
the Sacred Heart, Holy Trinity and St.
Nicholas and it doesn't matter what religion
they are. Most of them get out very little
and appreciate the monthly get-together.
We are registered with Good Hope and the
Stroke association. We do make a small
charge and in August and December take all
out to a local pub for lunch.
Contact: Chris Perry

Sacred Heart Bazaar
The Bazaar on Saturday 19 November was a
great success with all the hard work of the
preceding months paying off. All the
collecting, sorting, pricing, baking, and
making came together to make a day full of
smiles, chatter, bargains and laughter.
We raised a fantastic £2,900 which was split
equally between the parish, the sisters at
Fotherley and Sutton Foodbank.
The sisters sent their share of the funds to
one of their convents in Gambia, where the
money was used to purchase equipment for
the maternity hospital that they run.

The Sacred Heart Thursday
Club
The Sacred Heart Thursday Club was
formed in April 1999. The plan was to
meet socially once a month with the
Object to improve the social aspects and
fellowship within the parish. We started
with approximately forty members (many
being members of the Bazaar committee).
We have continued to meet once a month
on a Thursday, alternating with a Club
social (bingo, beetle drive, etc) and a
topical entertaining speaker. Currently, in
winter due to dark nights we have met on
a Monday afternoon. Over the 16 years
we have lost members (age etc) but
continue on with some 30 members
enjoying our meetings.
New members are very welcome to join
us.
Contact: John Cheal on 0121 378 475

Amnesty International
Monthly Meetings - 8pm on the second
Tuesday of every month in the
conference room. New members are
welcome - Contact: Andrew Hindle
www.amnesty.org.uk/groups/suttoncoldfield/about-0

Poets Corner — ‘Compassion’
Can I see another’s woe,
And not be in sorrow too?
Can I see another’s grief,
And not seek for kind relief?
William Blake

2016
Financial Report
Thanks to the generosity of many
parishioners the Parish is now
clear of all debt. Loans totalling
£35,000 have been repaid during
the year.
Despite a further reduction in
Offertory income a substantial
surplus has been achieved for
the year after absorbing the cost
of new central heating boilers for
the Church. However, we need
to be mindful of needs for the
future; the Church is due for redecorating for example and it is
important to build up reserves to
meet the ever increasing costs of
maintenance.

Gift Aid - 2016
We have 195 donors in the
Parish scheme. total donations
for the claim for the last tax year
were £70,308. and the tax
recovered from HMIT to
the parish was £17,773.
Sadly we have lost a number of
generous donors over the past
year and need more tax
paying parishioners to
join. There is no extra cost
above your usual offering but the
parish gets back the tax you have
paid on it. Contact Howard on
0121 323 4205
howard.drake@sky.com

Churches Together
Sacred Heart Church is part of an
active group comprising 7
churches in the Four Oaks area.
Meetings and Ecumenical
services are held quarterly on a
rota basis enabling each church
to act as host for services and
social occasions. Members are
responsible for house to house
distribution of 10,000 welcoming
Easter cards containing times of
Easter services in each of the
churches and inviting residents
to attend.
The year ended with the annual
Carol Service hosted by Sacred
Heart followed by a convivial
gathering in excess of 50 people
in the parish hall. Contact: Eileen
Hedley and Liam Tomlinson.

2016
Three churches Dinner
It was suggested by John Cheal at
the Parish meeting at Sacred
Heart in April that as we are now
one parish we should perhaps
have a ‘Social Occasion’ to get to
know each other.
Friday 19th August 2016 was
booked for dinner at Aston Wood
Golf Club and John persuaded his
friend Don McLean, a well-known
Catholic Entertainer, to be the
after-dinner speaker.
Representatives from each
weekend Mass were invited to ‘be
on the committee’. Our meetings
were lively as we discussed the
menu, timings, seating etc., and
how we could sell the dinner to
the parishioners. We had to sell a
minimum of 90 to break-even but
had a maximum of 160 for the
restaurant.
The evening went with a huge
buzz as we had arranged the
seating by mixing parishioners
from different masses at the three
churches. Our MC was Fred
Kettell who invited Canon Cousins
to lead us in Grace. To get people
talking there were several quizzes
about parish history and different
Parish groups and societies. Our
meals of Chicken, Fish or
Vegetarian (plus starters &
desserts) were excellent and the
bar staff were also busy. After
coffee Father David Lacy led us in
grace.

Sutton Catenians—50th
Anniversary Year
The Sutton Coldfield Circle of The Catenian
Association, which consists of a number of
laymen from both Holy Trinity and Sacred
Heart parishes, celebrated the 50th
anniversary of its foundation in October 2016.
The Catenians are an international

association of catholic laymen who meet
monthly to pray and benefit from each
others' company. Catenians are committed
to their families, their faith, their parishes,
their careers, their communities, those less
fortunate and above all to each other. If any
layman in either parish would like to come
to one of our monthly meetings and find out
how they can benefit from meeting fellow
Catholics and joining our activities they
would be most welcome.
Contact Ryszard Weber 0121 354 6550.

Don McLean kept us crying with
laughter for an hour as he regaled
us with his life story – growing up
in Sparkhill, Birmingham and his
15 years on Radio Two’s Good
Morning Sunday. His wife Toni
was presented with a beautiful
flower arrangement.
The evening ended at 11.00pm
with thanks to the committee.

